
Title: The Call to Discipleship 

Passage: Matthew 4:18-22 

 

Introduction: 

Discipleship: vision/theme over September/October 

- Book Resource: "Discipling: How to Help Others Follow Jesus" 

https://www.crossway.org/books/discipling-case/ 

- once you see and understand what Christ has done for you, discipleship becomes the natural outflow. 

 

Passage: Matthew 4:18-22 

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, 

casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers 

of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, 

James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he 

called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 

Key Points: The Call to Discipleship... 

I. is a call to salvation in Jesus Christ 

II. Is a call to prioritize Christ in all things 

 

I. The Call to Discipleship is a call to salvation in Jesus Christ. 
Preceding passage: Matthew 4:16-17 

the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of 

death, on them a light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 

Note: A gap of time exists between verses 17 and 18 in Matthew 4.  That gap is described in John 1:19-34 (the 

ministry of John the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus) 

John 1:40-42 (Andrew, one of John's disciples, meet Jesus; Andrew gets Peter and introduce him to Jesus) 

One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his 

own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to 

Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which 

means Peter). 

 

The call to salvation - two parts: 

1.) The call to salvation of bad news: we are sinners. 

2.) The call to salvation of good news: Christ came to save us. 

 

A. Call to salvation: we are sinners 
- the call to repentance implies the default state of our lives is wrong 

1 Peter 1:17-19 

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with 

fear throughout the time of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 

your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 

of a lamb without blemish or spot. 

Ps 107 (praise song of different people redeemed from different categories of life) 

Psalms 107:4-6 (purposeless) 

Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city to dwell in; hungry and thirsty, 

their soul fainted within them. 

Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

Psalms 107:10-11 (bondage, prisoners) 

https://www.crossway.org/books/discipling-case/


Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, prisoners in affliction and in irons, 

for they had rebelled against the words of God, and spurned the counsel of the Most High. 

Psalms 107:17-18 (sick from sins) 

Some were fools through their sinful ways, 

and because of their iniquities suffered affliction; they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the gates 

of death. 

 

Four questions can raise when talking about the Gospel 

1) Where do you come from? Gospel: God made you in a special way 

2) What's wrong in the world? One must realize there is more to life than we see.  Gospel: human sinfulness 

3) How can you fix it? Gospel: faith in Christ 

4)  

 

B. Call to salvation: Christ came to save us 
John 1:29 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 

the world! 

 

Jesus reveals His deity and purpose 

John 2:11 (Jesus: first miracle of turning water into wine) 

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in 

him. 

John 2:15 (Jesus acted with authority) 

And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out 

the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 

John 2:23 (Jesus performed more miracles) 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that 

he was doing. 

John 3:5 (Jesus challenged then existing theology) 

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. 

John 3:34 (Jesus gifting of the Spirit) 

For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 

John 3:35 (Jesus provides all things) 

The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand. 

 

II. The Call to Discipleship is a call to prioritize Christ in all things. 
Meaning: Jesus wants you to place Him in and in front of all you do. 

- make disciples with intentionality. 

- Work is a calling, vocation where can glorify God 

- Misperception: Work is separate from ministry 

- God put you where you are to make disciples, including at/through work 

- Misperception: Work is only material 

- Every interaction, even at work, can have spiritual implications and effects. 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 

the end of the age.” 

2 Timothy 2:1-2 

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in 

the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also. 


